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Note from Principal Walker 

Dear Brooklyn Park Community,  

The month of December has always been an exciting month for me.  I love the different cultural and religious 

holidays that celebrate diversity. This month is also the beginning of new learning and experiences as the 2nd 

Quarter begins.  As we move into December, I want to share a few updates as we prepare for 2019.  

PTA 

Please consider joining our PTA.  The PTA has provided support for teachers and students by assisting in 

purchasing classroom rugs, donating to each grade level’s field trip account to help lower costs, and have 

helped to support teachers during Teacher Appreciation Week.   We are asking every family to consider the 

following: 

Join the PTA, your $10.00 membership fee goes a long way to supporting the school.  

Support the PTA events including the Lunch with Santa and Penguin Patch this month.  

Attend PTA Meetings, your feedback matters. 

Fundraising 

        I want to thank you for your support by making on-line donations to the school during American Ed-

ucation Week. Our school won the additional $500 plus we receive 100% of your online donations. 

We are raising money for Scholastic News (magazines) and to purchase additional Chromebooks. 

On-line donations can still be made by clicking on the following website https://www.21st-

education.org/event/fallgiving/ 

Additional Reminders 

Please ensure your child is dressed for the colder weather. Students will have outdoor recess, unless the 

outdoor temperature is below freezing, or if there is precipitation.  

Please watch for students and adults during arrival and dismissal.  Please also watch for the buses on 14th 

Avenue.  

We are accepting winter clothing and toys for our community. Please contact the school if you want to 

make a donation.  

Thank you for being an amazing community. Have a wonderful Holiday and Happy New Year. 

E. Rodney Walker, Principal  

https://www.ahaparenting.com/blog/10_Ways_To_Guide_Children_Without_Discipline 
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PATRIOT 

 Our Mission: In partnership with the school community, we will provide a safe, positive, and nurturing learning environment focused on 
PBIS and developing positive student relationships. Instruction will be aligned to rigorous standards that will focus on the whole child 
which includes cultural arts and arts and humanities. We strive to ensure that all students receive quality instruction and enriching experi-
ences that develop responsible, productive, and respectful citizens for the next generation.  

Our Vision Brooklyn Park Elementary will be a place of excellence; in which we believe all students can succeed. We believe all students 
will achieve their full potential in their academic, creative, and moral development with the support of parents, staff members, and the 
community.  

https://www.21st-education.org/event/fallgiving/
https://www.21st-education.org/event/fallgiving/
https://www.ahaparenting.com/blog/10_Ways_To_Guide_Children_Without_Discipline


 

December 

 

 

 

 

 

December 2 

Happy Hanukkah 

December 3,5,6 

5th Grade CogAT 9:00a.m. 

December 5 

2nd Grade CogAT 9:00 a.m. 

December 6 

Two-hour early dismissal 

No PM Pre-K 

December 10-14 

Book Fair 

December 13 

Beginning Strings and  

Recorder Concert 

December 17 

Interims to go home 

December 18 

Chorus and 4th/5th grade 

Band and Strings Concert 

December 24-January 1 

Christmas/Winter Break 

January 2 

School Opens 

Merry Christmas & Happy New 

Year! 

Important Dates This Month 

THE PATRIOT 

From The PTA 

Friday, December 7th  

Movie Night 6pm to 8pm 

Monday, December 10th through Friday, Decem-
ber 14th  

Penguin Patch (during school for  

students) 

Saturday, December 15th  

Lunch with Santa Starts at 11am 

Tuesday, December 18th  

Noodles & Company 4pm to 8pm 

Concerts 

Hello Parents! 

Our Annual Winter Concert is fast approaching. 
Here are the details you need to know: 

Wednesday, December 13th at 6:00 p.m. is the BE-
GINNING STRINGS (all 3rd and a few 4th grade) 
Concert, Recorder Concert, and featured 3rd 
grade Artwork night. This event will be held in the 
cafeteria/gym at Brooklyn Park Elementary 
School. Call time for students is 5:30 pm. They 
should wear their “Music Superpower” t shirt and 
jeans. 

Tuesday, December 18th, at 6:00 p.m. is the CHO-
RUS and 4th/5th grade Band and Strings Concert 
at the CHESAPEAKE ARTS CENTER. Call time 
for students is 5:30 and they should wear their 
“Music Superpower” t shirt and jeans. 
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Mrs. Chisholm’s Corner 

 

 

December PBIS News 
December is an exciting time of the year.  We all want to make the holidays special for our 
family.  Save time for family traditions, making cookies, visit friends and family, spend extra 
time together.  These traditions are making memories with your children.  They may not re-
member what gifts they received, but they will hold onto those traditions. 

Enjoy the season! 

KChisholm 

 

 

 

 

Attendance matters. 

Please bring your child to school every day!   

 
 

These students had perfect attendance during the First Marking Period, attending 
each of the 46 days, and were recognized in a parade on November 20th.   

Jackson, Osmond, Paige, Travonne, Daniel, Symone, Nyla, Stacie, Tavon, Brooklyn, Kayden, Abigail, 
Kyler, Brooke, Austin, Nathan, Mia, Hunter, Allan, Aaron, Mason, Mikal, David, Kamiyah, Celine, Kairi, 
Olivia, Marcellis, Cecelia, Trinity, Olivia, Valeria, Maliah, Chloe, Marco, Madison, Kalece, Nevaeh, Lan-
don, Earl, Lily, Dania, Edward, Chloe, Toriana, Ryan, Victoria, Lily, Brayden, Aaliyah, Megan, Caelyn, 
Jayden, Isai, Brenna, Jaden, Tamaya, Cecelia, Tavon, Alexis, Mirna, Dominick, Blaine, Kelly, Alayna, 
Remuna, Prince, Timothy, Ty'Zay, Natalie, Dylan, Amayah, Jacob, Kalie, Kerian, Bentley, Angel, Wy-
att, Mackenzie, Roland, Noah, Dwayne, Ava, Hunter, Rylee, Luke, Arabella, Malcolm, Scott, Emily, 
Jeylah, Ava, Eva, Austin 

 

 

 

November Attendance Percentages 

Pre-k 89.65% 

K 91.04% 

1 91.43% 

2 92.65% 

3 93.52% 

4 94.47% 

5 92.87% 



 

CLASSROOM NEWS 
 

Prekindergarten 

 

November was full of pumpkin and fall fun in Pre-K! Every day we are so impressed with the 

amount of growth our students have shown thus far in the year. As we head into December, we 

will begin our new unit, “Our Community”. The children will learn all about their community 

and the people in it. We will be focusing on the letters Bb, Kk, Dd, and Ff, and their sounds. In 

math, we will continue to compare objects by their measurable attributes (tall, short, heavy, 

light, small, big). Please continue to help your child practice counting and recognizing/writing 

numbers to 10 at home. Thank you for all that you do! 

 

Kindergarten 

 

Kindergarten students will attend their first field trip on Friday, December 14th.  We are excit-

ed to go to the Maryland Science Center!  During the month of December, we will learn about 

holidays around the world.  We will also discuss kindness and do random acts of kindness to 

give back to others.  The link below provides simple random acts of kindness ideas that you 

can try with your family!   

https://www.coffeecupsandcrayons.com/100-acts-kindness-kids/ 

 

 

 

 

 

Second Grade 

I hope everyone had a relaxing and rejuvenating Thanksgiving break! During the month of De-

cember in math we will be continuing to work with place value up to the hundreds. We will al-

so be starting to identify and count money. In writing, we will be conducting research using 

online databases and informational texts. Please continue to practice using punctuation and 

capitalization, as well as using neat handwriting with your child at home. We are continuing to 

read fiction and non-fiction texts during reading. Small group instruction uses the students’ in-

structional level, while other activities such as Explicit Comprehension and Interactive Read 

Aloud involve on-grade level texts. Please continue to have your child read every night for at 

least 20 minutes and have them fill out their Book-It calendars. As always thank you for your 

support at home, we are a family at BPES and we all are doing great things for our children! 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.coffeecupsandcrayons.com/100-acts-kindness-kids/


 

 

 Third Grade 

We are already almost halfway through the second quarter and closing in on the holidays!  

Math- Students will be Using Fractions in Measurement and Data. We have been working hard on recognizing fractions on 
a number line and partitioning shapes into equal parts, so this unit will build upon those strategies. Please continue 

to complete the math homework weekly, as it is a review of what has been taught in the classroom! Remember to 

practice multiplication facts! 

Reading- In the month of December, students will be reading a variety of informational texts. They will be asked to 
identify the main idea and key details of each text. They will also be asked to compare and contrast topics using a 

double bubble map and use text clues to identify unfamiliar words. The Quarter 2 homework choic-

es provide practice of these skills. Please encourage your child to select a non-fiction text from the media center 

each week to use to complete their homework.  

Writing- Students will continue to work on their Informational Book writing. We are writing an informational book 

about a topic they are an expert in. 

Social Studies/Science- Students will be learning about ecosystems in science. Different cultures and communities 
will be the topics in Social Studies. 

 

Fourth Grade 

Math- This month, students will build upon their previous experiences with measuring from grades 2 and 3 and now 
begin to investigate the relationship between measurement units. Students will work with the customary and metric 

systems of measurement for length, weight and capacity. Students will also look at conversions on time measure-

ment. It is critical that students build a conceptual understanding of how units within a system are related so they 

can use these relationships and patterns to solve problems. Students will use strategies such as double number lines 

and function tables to organize their thinking and conversions between units.  

Reading- In December, students will be listening to and reading a variety of informational and literary texts that 

have a common theme of Collaboration. We will focus on reading strategies like inferencing and summarizing. We 

will also explore text structure, first hand vs. second hand accounts, and use words and phrases from the text to ex-

plain events. 

 

 Fifth  Grade 

Fifth grade is excited about Drownproofing on December 7, 10, 11, and 12.  We are still in need of parent chaper-

ones.  Please consider volunteering to help out.  Parents do need to have fingerprinting for this field trip.  Drown-

proofing is part of the AACPS 5th grade curriculum.  Students are expected to attend all for days. 

During math we will be multiplying fractions and comparing and rounding decimals.  Please continue to have your 

students practice their multiplication facts.  This is very helpful for their daily math instruction. 

Students need to be reading a variety of texts at home including stories, biographies, informational text and maga-

zines and newspapers. 

We wish every family a happy and healthy holiday season. 
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Physical Education News: 

 

During the month of November, students participated in a gymnastics unit. Students im-
proved their strength, endurance, and balance through a variety of animals walks, stunts, 
rolls, and balance activities. Students in grades 2-5 created and performed a gymnastics se-
quence showcasing their best skills.  Students also participated in a Drums Alive unit, 
where they drummed along to popular songs and created their own drumming routine with 
a partner or group.  In December, students will continue with the Drums Alive unit as well 
as participate in other rhythm and dance activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Library News: 

 

Hello Brooklyn Park Families! December is an exciting month in the library. Primary stu-
dents are learning principles of computer science through partner coding, while Intermedi-
ate students are practicing critical reading skills and news literacy by exploring the current 
events website Newsela. Later in the month, all grades will participate in Hour of Code, a 
nationwide initiative to introduce learners of all ages and experience levels to computer 
science and HTML coding. We’re also gearing up for the annual Scholastic Book Fair, 
which will take place from December 10th-14th during school hours. We will hold a Family 
Book Fair Night on December 11th from 5:30pm to 7:00pm. If you’re interested in volun-
teering in the library during book fair week, please contact me via email or ClassDojo! 

 


